Kurklu, E. U., Williams, M. A., and le Roux, B. T. (1973) . Thorax, 28, [601] [602] By definition, bronchiectasis is permanent bronchial dilatation. As long as a foreign body is in situ there is not the opportunity for bronchography. Bronchography within days of removal of an intrabronchial foreign body is probably not a valid diagnostic procedure, since fusiform bronchial dilatation demonstrated in an incompletely aerated lobe may not be permanent. An intrabronchial foreign body which resists removal at bronchoscopy, and in the management of which recourse is made to bronchotomy, may be associated with distal pulmonary infection. The temptation to resect lung distal to the foreign body removed at bronchotomy should be resisted, as the opportunity for meaningful bronchography has not arisen, and the subtended bronchi, although infected, may not be permanently damaged. This rule was waived in relation to case 4 because of the extent of lung gangrene.
